
   Prior to assuming the  

Presidency of Fairfax       

Resolves, Jack was 2nd Vice 

President, Chapter National 

History Day Chairman, 

Grave Marking Committee 

Vice Chairman, and         

Assistant Chapter Registrar. 

With the exception of 2nd 

Vice President, he retains 

these duties.  

    Jack was born on Long Island, 

New York. After high school, he 

enlisted in the New York Army 

National Guard for six months 

active duty training and trans-

ferred to the Army Reserve while 

attending Kent State University in 

Ohio where he met his wife, Carol 

Lee Jenkins. He graduated in 

1965, was commissioned through 

ROTC an Army 2nd Lt., Infantry 

and was soon in Vietnam combat 

as an infantry platoon leader. 

Jackôs 28 İ years of active Army 

service included assignments in 

the U.S., Europe and Asia. His 

post-college education comprises 

the normal Army schools as well 

as the National War College and 

two Masters Degrees. He retired 

in 1992 as a Colonel and then 

worked as a Department of     

Defense civilian, retiring again in 

2006 with 15 years of civilian 

service.  

 

    Jack and Carol have two sons 

and a daughter and are  

grateful for their six grand 

children. In addition to his 

SAR duties, Jack enjoys 

travel with Carol in         

conjunction with their     

genealogical research. Jack 

has eleven proven SAR   

patriots plus membership in 

the Society of Colonial Wars 

and Society of Mayflower 

Descendants. Carol is a DAR 

member.  

    On May the 9th, Fairfax Resolves held its annual Awards 

and Officer Installation Banquet. The following are the  

new officers for the 2009 / 2010 year. 

Presidentéééééééééé...ééJack Sweeney 

First V.Pééééééééé..é.é.Larry Lamborn  

Second V.Péééééééé..é.é.Darrin Schmidt  

Third V.Pééééééééé.é.é....Bob Hampton  

Secretary ééé.éééé...é..é....é.é...Phil Ray  

Treasureréééééééé...é.éé.é...Dan Rolph  

Asst. Treasureréééé.éééé..é...Joshua Myers 

Chaplainé.ééééééééééé..é.Larry McKinley  

Genealogist/Registrar ééé..ééé.......Larry McKinley  

Asst. Genealogist/Registrarééé...é.........Jack  Sweeney  

Historianééé.ééééééééé......é......Rob Engle  

Parliamentarianéé.ééé..éé...éé..Darrin Schmidt 
 

The Board of Managers  
 

Three Year Term ééé..éé....éé.ééDennis Hickey  

Two Year Termééé.ééééé...éé.Donald Cooper  

One Year terméé...éééé...ééé...ééLauris Eek  

 

Additional details are provided on page 2. 
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Parliamentarian; Larry Lamborn ï 

First Vice President;      Andrew 

Monahan; Darrin Schmidt ï     

Second Vice President,        

Webmaster, and Parliamentarian; 

Jack Sweeney ï President and 

Assistant Genealogist /          

Registrar ; Bill Simpson ï   

VASSAR President 

Not Pictured:  Bob Hampton 

ï Third Vice President; Dan 

Continued from Page 1. 

Positions not in our By-Laws          

for elections but are very important 

to the running of our Chapter today:  

 

Web Masteré....Darrin Schmidt  

Publicistéééé.é..Rob Engle  

Photographeré........Bill Youngs  
 

Pictured (L-R):  Phil Ray ï Secre-

tary;  Joshua Myers ï     Assistant 

Treasurer; John Sinks ï Outgoing 

Genealogist / Registrar, and       

Rolph ï Treasurer;     Larry McKinley ï      

Chaplain; Rob Engle ï Historian; Bill Youngs 

ï Photographer and Chaplain Emeritus  

VASSAR President Bill Simpson administers the 

Oath of Office to the 2009-2010 officers. 

P a g e  2  T h e  D e f e n d e r     

    I appreciate the opportu-

nity to serve as the 2009-

2010 Fairfax Resolves SAR 

Chapter President and look 

forward to building on the 

accomplishments of the past 

leadership.  
 

    The new slate of Fairfax 

Resolves Chapter officers 

largely represents a transfer 

of responsibility from the 

traditional group of experi-

enced chapter members 

whose selfless service     

resulted in the chapterôs dra-

matic growth and accom-

plishments.  
 

    This Chapter epitomizes 

the purposes of the Sons of 

the American Revolutionôs 

U.S. Congressional Charter 

to perpetuate an appreciation 

of the sacrifices of our    

Nationôs founding patriots. 

As direct descendants of 

those patriots, we retain the 

unique perspective of the 

SAR in performing this role. 

Of course, essential to     

sustaining the quality and 

positive influence on the 

community of our chapterôs 

programs is an active    

membership. 

 This year it is hoped we can 

 promote an increase in both 

the size and involvement of 

our chapterôs membership.  

The SAR recruiting environ-

ment in northern Virginia is 

very challenging with three 

viable SAR Chapters in this 

area, populated by men with 

busy work and family   

schedules. To address the 

busy life styles issue, a large 

chapter like Fairfax         

Resolves, enables members 

to select particular chapter 

activities of interest rather 

than attempting to partici-

pate in the full range of 

chapter programs. The     

periodic chapter membership 

orientation sessions explain 

in detail various chapter   

activities. Of course chapter 

officers can provide a good 

summary for anyone needed 

some assistance in finding a 

niche. 
 

    The following illustrate 

some of the chapterôs      

recruiting initiatives: (1) 

SAR brochures, with chapter 

contact information, at    

various libraries and other 

genealogical research sites; 

(2) a first-class chapter web-

site which accurately      

illustrates our activities 

which repeatedly proves to 

be excellent advertising; (3) 

chapter participation in   

recruiting booths at fairs and 

other events; (4) Supplemen-

tal SAR applications and 

historical document research 

providing documentation 

that broadens the basis for 

membership applications and 

lures genealogically oriented 

individuals; and (4) enthusi-

astic Registrar follow-up on 

recruiting contacts with 

timely application assis-

tance. Another simple effort 

that all members can       

implement is wearing SAR 

insignia and clothing and 

carrying SAR business cards 

for timely response to 

chance meetings with      

potential applicants.  
 

    I cannot close out these 

remarks without recognizing 

the loss on 8 June 2009 of 

our long-time chapter    

treasurer and at times secre-

tary, Compatriot Richard E. 

Spurr, NSSAR 73222.  He 

was a descendant of Timothy 

Blodgett of Middlesex 

County, Massachusetts who 

served in Captain John 

Parker's Company of Minute 

Men at Lexington and Con-

cord, 19 April 1775. More 

importantly, Richard was a 

Wonderful man and dedi-

cated Compatriot of the 

SAR and our chapter. He is 

sincerely missed by all who 

knew him. The attendance 

of so many of Richardôs 

SAR Compatriots at the 

visitation hours and his 

funeral was sincerely    

appreciated.  
 

    Once again, I thank all 

Fairfax Resolves Compatri-

ots for your support and 

confidence and I will do all 

I can to ensure our         

collective success.  

 

Compatriotically,  

John E. (Jack) Sweeney 

Some words from Jacké 
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Richard Spurr is honored by Fairfax Resolves with an  

Emeritus Title for his significant contributions to our Chapter 

over the past 25 years and 58 years to the Sons of the  

American Revolution.  

 

    Richard came from Boston, Massachusetts to Washington 

D.C. in 1949 and started his government career, spending 

most of his 36 years with the National Archives. He was in 

charge of aerial photographs primarily for civilian and     

agricultural use. Richardôs wife, Ivy, is no longer with us but 

his children are localðDennis and Patricia.  

 

    Richard says that his entrance into the Sons of the    

American Revolution is a ñlong storyò, but honestly he    

didnôt know what the SAR was! He was trying to enter the   

Society of Colonial Wars and was struggling with the      

paperwork so he called the registrar. Apparently, this guy 

was a very old man who lived in the apartment houses on K 

Street, and had a way of being brutally honest ï or maybe 

just    brutal. He told Richard that he couldnôt get into the 

Society of Colonial Wars, but he ought to try the Sons of the   

American Revolution. We wonôt argue how odd it is that 

his ancestor fought at the Battle of Lexington, but he was 

turned down in that ñotherò organization! The SAR did 

NOT turn him down and the D.C. Society welcomed  

Richard in 1951.  
 

    He came to our Chapter from the D.C. Society in 1984 ï 

and we are certainly glad he did! He brought a new level 

of organization and detail to our Chapter as Secretary 

Treasurer. He served 15 years as our Secretary Treasurer 

and simultaneously served three different years in the 

1970-1980ôs as the D.C. Society Executive Secretary.  
 

    There are several testaments to Richardôs eye for      

details. For as long as any of us remembers, our books 

have been straight and accurate minutes have been       

recorded for each meeting. Richard was always on the 

phone collecting dues from those of us who were a bit 

slower than he thought we should be. His detailed record 

keeping and diligent reminders prevented many members 

from being ñdroppedò from our ranks, and kept our    

Chapter running in top fiscal form.  
 

    We honor Richard with an Emeritus position in 

Fairfax Resolves for ñoutstanding leadership and 58 

years of service, decades as Secretary Treasurer; for  

inspiring and educating us in the principles of an       

organized historical, educational and patriotic Chapter 

allowing us to inspire and educate the community. All 

Fairfax Resolves treasures your presence and adviceò. 

 

 

 In Memoriam  

Richard E. Spurr  
 

    It is with sincere sadness that Fairfax Resolves 

learned our esteemed Secretary-Treasurer Emeritus 

passed away on Monday, June 8. Richard was a  

wonderful man and fellow compatriot who had 

served a numerous years as Secretary-Treasurer of 

Fairfax Resolves.  
 

    Richard celebrated his 85th birthday on January 

30th. He was a wonderful gentleman, compatriot and 

friend. His cherished memory and legacy of kindness 

and service will live on.  

    Recently, Fairfax Resolves recognized two long serving 

members for their years of selfless dedication to Fairfax 

Resolves.  

 

Richard S. Spurr 

(Ancestor Timothy Blodgett) 

Richard Spurr accepts the Award for           

Secretary-Treasurer Emeritus 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  3 ,  I s s u e  2  

Two Chapter Members Awarded Emeritus Status 



P a g e  4  T h e  D e f e n d e r     

    Bill Youngs is honored by the Fairfax Resolves Chapter 

with an Emeritus Title for his contributions to our        

organization and for his lifetime achievements as an     

educator of the public in the principle objectives of the 

Sons of the American Revolution.  
 

    A native of the DC Area (since age 4), Bill                

contemplated entering the clergy following his High 

School graduation but he (quote) ñdidnôt think I could  

influence people enoughò. He then turned to another    

influential industry ïmotion pictures. He was patriotically 

inspired through his work on educational motion pictures 

that he showed to area embassies and government offices 

while employed by the Washington Motion Picture    

Company.  
 

    After serving in the 2nd Infantry Division Headquarters 

during WWII, for two years including the invasion of  

Normandy, Bill declined an extension in the service as a 

Chaplainôs Assistant. Bill said that ñGod is getting me 

back for turning that down by making me the Chaplain 

Emeritus for Fairfax Resolvesò.  
 

    Once stateside, he launched into a 30 year film industry 

career with the U.S. Information Agency under the       

Department of State. Upon his retirement, he ñsubstitutedò 

for someone at the Motion Picture Association and walked 

out the door 15 years later. He became active in his     

community through the University Film and Video       

Association and the Society of Motion Picture Engineers.  

    His service to Veterans includes being a past president 

of the 2nd Div. Indian Head Association, and as such, he 

led National Memorial Services on Veterans Day at the 

flaming sword monument on Constitution Avenue. He 

continues this service to veterans as the co-organizer of 

Veterans Common, where he helps to conduct multiple 

services per year.  
 

    A roll call of Billôs SAR communication and leadership 

activities include: joining Fairfax Resolves in 1984 and 

holding every office but Secretary/Treasurer (That was 

Richard!!); creating the Defender newsletter and including 

historic articles in every issue; mentoring many           

Compatriots and contributing great patience, advice,    

counsel and encouragement; serving for over ten years as 

DAR Liaison for VASSAR; and spending countless hours, 

with his wife Mary Helen, demonstrating SAR support for 

all levels of C.A.R. and DAR.  
 

    He became the ñPhotographer Generalò for DAR, and 

served every President General since the mid 1980s.  
 

We honor Bill with an emeritus position in Fairfax   

Resolves for ñOutstanding leadership and mentoring    

Compatriots as those Compatriots inspire and educate the 

Community in the principle objectives of the SAR. All of 

Fairfax Resolves give you our respectful salute and  

treasure your presence and advice.ò  
 

 

Fairfax Resolves Special          

Ceremonies and Events 

    Fairfax Resolves has conducted and supported numerous 

special ceremonies and events during the past several 

months.  Here are the details of just a few.  

Law Enforcement Award Presentations 
 

    At the annual Awards Ceremony in May, Fairfax      

Resolves recognized two of Fairfax Countyôs finest      

officers for their outstanding contributions in their duties as 

police officers. Motorcycle Police Officer (MPO) Kevin 

Palizzi and Detective Raymond Betts were awarded the 

SAR Law Enforcement Medal for exceptional performance 

as a MPO performing multiple duties and as a Drug      

Investigation Detective.  Their exemplary performance 

reflects great credit upon themselves and the Fairfax 

County Police Department.  Additional photos and       

descriptions are available on the Fairfax Resolves web 

page. 

Two Chapter Members Awarded Emeritus Status  

William ñBillò Ellis Youngs 

(Ancestor William Davidson &  James Williams) 

Bill Youngs accepts the Award for Chaplain Emeritus 



professionally produced on 

a stick-on label. They very 

generously placed our hand-

outs in their bags as well. 

We also provided a sheet on 

C.A.R. taken from the inter-

net with objectives of 

C.A.R. and the National HQ 

contact information.  

 

    Freedom Hill rotated 

about 10 members through 

the operation throughout the 

day. It would probably 

benefit both organizations to 

have a uniformed Virginia 

Continental Line soldier at 

the tent during the midday 

to attract attention. We felt 

that for the dayôs effort we 

had two promising prospec-

tive members. One, Mason 

McAllister, has submitted 

his draft application.  

    The Freedom Hill Chapter 

DAR invited us to join them 

at their booth for McLean 

Day, May 16th. The purpose 

was to recruit members at a 

community fair. President 

Jack Sweeney, Don Cooper, 

John Sinks, Andrew 

Monahan, and Dennis Hickey 

all participated in the activity. 

The DAR booth is in a great 

location in the heart of it all.  

  

    Although business was 

slow many times during the 

day, we very much enjoyed 

good conversation with the 

ladies from the Freedom Hill 

Chapter. We were very    

impressed with the ladyôs 

smooth system of providing 

small white bags for their 

hand-outs with each bag  

having the "Chapter Logo" 

McLean Day 

MPO Kevin Palizzi received the Law Enforcement 

Commendation Medal from Outgoing Chapter    

President Tom Speelman. Deputy Chief, Lt. Colonel 

Suzanne Devlin also pictured. 

Fairfax County Police Detective Raymond Betts   

receives the Law Enforcement Commendation Medal 

from Compatriot Vernon Eubanks. 

Law Enforcement Award Presentations  

Outstanding Students in 

American History  
 

    Each year the Fairfax Resolves Chapter recognizes   

outstanding students in seven secondary schools or       

programs. The following students were selected by their 

teachers as the outstanding students in American history 

based on overall performance throughout the year:  
 

ELEANOR HEISEY  Wakefield High School  

WES HORTON  Washington-Lee High School  

JOHN RADCLIFFE  Christchurch School  

JACKSON CRUM  Yorktown High School  

HANNAH CLARK  Thomas Jefferson High School 

for Science and Technology  

TESSA ANDREWS H-B Woodlawn Program  

JACQUELINE FILZEN  Bishop Denis J. OôConnell 

High School  
 

    One student was selected for outstanding citizenship in 

his school:  
 

KEVIN MILTZ   Christchurch School  

 

    All students received a Bronze Good Citizenship Medal 

in recognition of their achievements. The medals were 

awarded at the academic awards assemblies of the seven 

schools.  
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    On Flag Day, four chapter members attended the C.A.R. flag disposal ceremony at Great Falls.  John Dickie, Darrin 

Schmidt, Larry McKinley, and John Sinks retired several flags that had memorial significance such as marking the graves 

of a Revolutionary War Veteran, and one was donated by the volunteer fire fighters assisting with the ceremony. This flag 

had flown at the Great Falls Fire Station until it was no longer fit for display. Other flags had been proudly displayed by 

citizens of Great Falls and surrounding areas. More photos and details are available on the Fairfax Resolves web page. 

    On the 28th of August, 

Fairfax Resolves Compatriots 

Jack Sweeney and Dennis 

Hickey attended ceremonies 

to welcome the children of 

new citizens of the United 

States.  The ceremony was 

held at the District Office of 

the U. S. Citizens and       

Immigration Service in    

Fairfax Virginia. The event 

was hosted by the Children of 

the American Revolution and 

supported by both the DAR 

and the SAR. At far right, 

members of the C.A.R., 

DAR , and SAR are pictured 

behind Alena Green, a brand 

new and very enthusiastic 

new   citizen. 

C.A.R. Flag Disposal Ceremony  

New US Citizens Ceremony 

Virginia Society C.A.R State President Robert Borgotti watches 

with members of the Fairfax Resolves and others as members of 

the Great Falls Volunteer Fire Department retire worn flags. 

John Sinks Retires the Flag That 

Was Flown Over His Ancestorôs 

Grave, Benjamin Peachee. 

Bonnie Hawley, DAR adult C.A.R. 

leader from Lane's Mill DAR Chapter 

in    Centreville, VA; Elyse Hawley, age 

16, of the Lighthorse Harry Lee C.A.R.     

Society in Gainesville, VA; and Alison 

Shell, age 17, of the Muhlenberg C.A.R. 

Society of  Woodstock, VA, and in the 

rear are Jack Sweeney and Dennis 

Hickey of the Fairfax Resolves SAR 

Chapter in Fairfax County, VA.  

Alison Shell and Elyse Hawley present a 

small U.S. Flag and a laminated Bill of 

Rights to a new young citizen. Also 

shown in the photo is the U.S. CIS     

District Seven Director, Mr. Kim.  
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