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As you know, the VASSAR Annual 
Meeting was held in Richmond on February 
13-14.  Once again, I had the pleasure, along 
with Larry McKinley, Jack Sweeney, 
Dennis Hickey, and Dan Rolph, of 
representing the Fairfax Resolves at the 
meeting.   
 I’m pleased to report that our chapter 
was recognized for the outstanding 
community service, youth, historical, and 
patriotic work that we did last year.  For the 
second consecutive year, the Fairfax 
Resolves Chapter was named the Best 
Large Chapter in Virginia.   We also 
received recognition for our programs for 
Fire/Safety, EMS, Oration, Supplemental 
Applications, Forgotten Patriots, 
Revolutionary War Grave Marking, 
Revolutionary War Grave Registration, Best 

Program Initiative (our project to transcribe 
and make available the Fairfax County and 
Alexandria Revolutionary War petitions), 
and Best Newsletter.   
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There are many things that don’t 
show up in the awards but contributed to the 
awards, such as our very heavy participation 
in Revolutionary War commemorative 
events, as well as our work in conducting 
ceremonies at Veterans’ Common in Falls 
Church to recognize and remember the 
sacrifices of our veterans of all conflicts, and 
establishing a Chapter Color Guard.  
Additionally, this past year, we also 
recognized our chapter award winners as 
Teacher of the Year, Citizen of the Year, 
and Law Enforcement Awards (2), and 
Chapter Essay Contest winner.  The chapter 
should be justifiably proud of its 
accomplishments.  We’re making a 
difference. (cont’d, page 2) 
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Top Down: Best Large Chapter; Chapter Exellence; Best EMS program; Best Program initiative; Forgotten Patriots-7 outside 
VA, 1 inside VA;1st place Oration Contest; Jennings Flathers=Best Newsletter Award; Revolutionary Grave Registration; 
supplemental; Best Fire/Safety program; and last black blank=National History Day participation. 

 

The committee chairs have again done yeoman’s work and it really shows – not only 
within the chapter and in VASSAR – but within the community.  The great relationships that 
we’ve established with multiple schools in the area, the Fairfax County Police Department and 
the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department, as well as other service organizations, such as 
the American Legion and VFW, is establishing working relations that will enable us to continue 
and expand the service we provide in the community. 

 

The New Year is also off to a great start!  We conducted our Oration Contest in January 
with Matt Retterer of Bishop Dennis J. O’Connell High School winning our chapter contest and 
following it up with a win at the VASSAR contest.  At our February meeting, we benefited from 
an extremely interesting presentation on the Battle of the Capes by Dr. John Quarstein, and heard 
our Essay Contest Winner, Hannah Clark of the Thomas Jefferson High School for Science & 
Technology, read her chapter-winning essay that won 2nd place in the VASSAR contest.  We’ve 
also participated in commemorative events and our newly established color guard has been very 
active.   

 

We have several upcoming events that I would encourage you to attend, especially if 
you’ve not been to a meeting recently.  I won’t enumerate them here.  Check out our excellent 
chapter website at www.fairfaxresolvessar.org to find our recent and upcoming activities as well 
as an excellent recap of all our activities.  

 
If you’ve not been to a meeting recently, try and find time to do so.  As I hope you can 

tell, we have great programs that are making a difference in the community and we have a superb 
venue at Vinson Hall.  You are a member of the most dynamic chapter in Virginia!  Come 
be a part of it! 
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Photo: SAR judges John Sinks, Andrew Monahan, Gar Schulin, and John Sweeney with exhibitors 

Neil Siriwongthawan and Rachel Bryner. 
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All students received a Bronze Good Citizenship Medal from our Chapter as well as a certificate 
acknowledging their participation and winning in their category in the District.  Jack Sweeney is 
really enjoying rewarding these youth and I don’t blame him…they are our future!!! 
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Color Guard Activities : 
 Last year we didn’t have a Color Guard, but this year it is soooooooo different!!  With Darrin 
Schmidt, Dan Rolph and interim Commander McKinley we march and show the Colors for most 
requests, some maybe a bit unusual (Color Guard at the Grand Banquet for the Cherry Blossom 
Festival, Washington D.C.)  We’re honored to participate in the activities described on the 
following pages, and also including Valley Forge and Yorktown.  Historic celebrations and grave 
markings are an important part of the SAR’s work to inspire the community.  

          
Congressional Cemetery-Washington D.C.                      Dedication of Steps at Congressional with Maryland, SAR 
November 2008      & C.A.R. along with our National President General.  
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1. April 4 DAR Gravemarking of Rev. War Ancestor   

11 a.m. Prince William Resolves Chapter, NSDAR 
Dale City, Virginia 

 
2. April 9, 9 a.m. Fire Safety & EMS Awards 

North Point Fire Station, 1117 Reston Ave.,Reston, VA  
See Chapter web-site for details 

www.fairfaxresolvessar.org 
 

3. April 9, Chapter Meeting & Speaker   
Washington’s Tactical Masterpiece, The Trenton-Princeton 

Campaign, Speaker LTC Thomas E. Hanson, USA 
See Chapter web-site for additional details. 

 
4. April 11, 2 p.m. Gravemarking, Congressional Cem.  
Fairfax Resolves and the Maryland SAR Society are jointly 

marking the grave of Benjamin C. Wood. 
 

5.  May 9, Fairfax Resolves Installation & Awards 
Banquet 

6:30 Wine and Cheese, 7 p.m. dinner 
See Chapter website for particulars 

Information detail as to menu choices, etc. 
 www.fairfaxresolvessar.org 

 
6. May 16, McLean Days 

Fairfax resolves will share a booth with George Mason 
Chapter, SAR and Freedom Hill Chapter, NSDAR 

Time TBD 
Historic Celebrations, National Activities & Color 

Guard Activities   
 

1.  April 13,  10 a.m. Thomas Jefferson Memorial 
Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday, Washington D.C. 

  
2.  May 9, Wilderness Road State Park 10 a.m. 

Wreath laying and reenacting the Indian siege of the Fort 
Louisville, KY, details trc@mounet.com 

Thomas Cocker, President Martin Station Chapter or 
Fairfax Resolves Color Guard Commander. 

 
3. May 25, National Memorial Day Parade 

Washington D.C. Re[ort Time for Color Guard TBD 
Contact Commander at Dustoff@Verizon.net 

 
4.  May 29 & 30, Natural Tunnell State Park 
Tribute to Pioneers and Pathfinders, Siege of the 

Blockhouse, 6 p.m. on the 29th and continues 9 a.m. on 30th  
 

5.  July 3-8, 119th SAR Congress, Marietta, Georgia 
Renaissance Waverly Hotel 

Detail on SAR website: www.sar.org 
 

6. July 4, Washington’s Tomb, Mt. Vernon 
Time to report and ceremony times TBD 

�

�
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2009 Chapter Projects 
By John Sinks, Chapter Registrar/Genealogist 
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Member Ancestor State of    Forgotten Date Approved 
  Service      Patriot 
New Members 
Hall, David Samuel Bradford MA  1/14/2008 
Eubanks, Brian John Halstead NY  2/4/2008 
Rolph, Daniel Thomas Rolph MD Yes 2/8/2008 
Cranmer, Thomas Ebenezer Stoner MA  3/24/2008 
Brown, Robert John George Peiffer PA  3/28/2008 
Ray, Jeremy Daniel Dees NC  3/28/2008 
Ray, Phil Daniel Dees NC  3/28/2008 
Johnson, Douglas James Budden PA  5/5/2008 
Costanzo, Irv John Ward NY  5/5/2008 
Monahan, Andrew John Ackiss VA  5/23/2008 
Dorris, Joe Samuel Dorris VA, MD  7/14/2008 
Schumann, Robert Samuel Dorris VA, MD  7/14/2008 
Myers, Joshua Samuel Gann, Jr. NC  11/17/2008 
Supplemental Applications Approved 
Engle, Rob Conrad Jacoby PA Yes 1/15/2008 
 Philip Hinkle PA Yes 3/26/2008 
 Frederick Weitzel PA  5/1/2008 
 Frederick Stamm PA Yes 5/1/2008 
 Werner Stamm PA  5/1/2008 
Gutowski, Andrew James Walker VA  5/12/2008 
Sinks, John Burgess Wall VA Yes 3/17/2008 
 John Weir SC Yes 5/1/2008 
 Robert Green NC Yes 6/2/2008 
Sweeney, John Jonathan Parker Sr NH  3/20/2008 
 Jonathan Parker Jr NH  3/20/2008 
 Jonathan Stanley NH  3/20/2008 
 Edward Barnard Jr CT Yes 3/20/2008 
 Elijah Stevens CT  8/5/2008 
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Member Ancestor State of    Forgotten Date 
  Service      Patriot 
      Approved by  

New Members    NSSAR 
Joshua Myers Samuel Gann NC  11/17/2008 
 

Applicants       Date Received 
       by NSSAR 

Brett Sweeney Robert Hathaway MA, RI  1/5/2009 
Clarke Bursley Nathan Wing MA Yes 1/26/2009 
Jack Simms William Cooke VA  2/23/2009 
William Price Jonathan Clower NC  2/23/2009 
James Naughton, Sr. John Davenport VA | Submitted to state 
   |Yes 
James Naughton, Jr. John Davenport VA | Submitted to state 


Supplemental  
Applications     Date Approved 
Approved    by NSSAR 
Lawrence Lamborn Josiah Lamborn  PA  1/7/2009 
John Sinks John Maxey  VA Yes 1/7/2009 
John Sinks Jeremiah Jacob  NC  1/20/2009 
Jack Sweeney Edward Barnard, Sr. CT  1/20/2009 
Andrew Gutowski Alexander Spottswood VA  2/19/2009 
Andrew Monahan Thomas Copenhaver PA  3/9/2009  
 
Supplemental  
Applications     Date Received 
Submitted    by NSSAR�
John Sinks Nathaniel Barker (Sr.) VA Yes 2/6/2009 
Tom Speelman Christian Herring  PA Maybe 2/23/2009 
John Sinks Edward Laurance (Jr.) VA Yes 3/6/2009 
Phil Ray James Ross  NC  Submitted to state 
Jeremy Ray James Ross  NC  Submitted to state 
Andrew Gutowski Alexander Waugh VA  Submitted to state 
Larry McKinley William Lowther VA  Submitted to state 
Larry McKinley Thomas Hughes, Sr. VA  Submitted to state 
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Vignettes of the American Revolution 
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by John D. Sinks 
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